
Garden spot: John and Peg Lowry, owners of the in the Garden.” Their gallery and gift shop feature 

Blue Dolphin House in Ephraim, sit in their “Gallery the work of Midwest artists. 











Beauty here is no accident 


The Ephraim file 

Z Population: 265 

□ School's out: Ephraim children at¬ 
tend Gibraltar schools. Some older resi¬ 
dents attended the Pioneer School- 
house on Moravia Street, built in 1869 
It's on stilts right now, awaiting founda¬ 
tion work. When re-opened, it will house 
a museum 

Z Mail bonding: There is no mail deliv¬ 
ery in Ephraim. Residents gather at the 
post office to pick up mail — it’s "more 
neighborly" that way, residents say. 


EPHRAIM — Peer through the trees 
of Peninsula State Park, across the cool, 
clear waters of Eagle Harbor and view a 
picture postcard called Ephraim. 

Church steeples reach up to touch the 
sky. White buildings dot the bluffs reach¬ 
ing down to 
the harbor’s 
edge. Every¬ 
thing here is 

white. 

But look closer and you’ll see a side of 
the village that isn’t visible from the 
road. Residents of this Door County com¬ 
munity 70 miles northeast of Green Bay 
say that travelers passing through to 
take in the view are missing out. 

Ephraim’s beauty is no accident. It is 
the product of a rich Scandinavian heri¬ 
tage and the passions of its people. 

"I think it's easy sometimes for vaca¬ 
tioners to forget that, for 200-plus people, 
this is home,” said the Rev. Gary Kinkel. 
pastor of Ephraim Moravian Church. 

Kinkel. 35. brought his family to 
Ephraim in January, when he began 
serving the 208-member congregation 
that is so much a part of this village’s his¬ 
tory. He admitted that he. too. was first 
struck by the beauty of his new home. 

"The location of the church was so 
striking to me it was beautiful to see.” 
he said. 

The Moravian Church in Ephraim has 
authored chapters in the village's history 
from the 1850s. w r hen the Rev. Andreas 
Iverson led his Moravian followers to the 
land they christened after the Hebrew 
word for ’’fruitful.” 

It was a Moravian law - now largely 
an "unwritten rule” — that buildings in 
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Ephraim be painted white or not at all. 
said Lloyd Olson. 80. a life-long resident. 

Olson said residents have been true to 
the spirit of Ephraim’s settlers, but a few 
more colorful buildings have popped up 
among the stately white churches and 
bed-and-breakfasts he loves so much. 

"For someone who was born and 
raised here and who’s used to the white 
tradition, well, it kind of irks me." he 
said. 

Residents and visitors gather annually 
for the Fyr Ball Festival. Bonfires ring 
Eagle Harbor as Ephraim celebrates its 
Scandanavian heritage and marks the 
summer solstice. This year's festival con¬ 
tinues tonight through Sunday. 

Ephraim residents, especially those 
who operate the gift shops and galleries 
that seem to crop up everywhere along 
Wisconsin 42. depend largely on summer 
tourists for their livelihoods. 

Still, they manage to preserve those 
things they hold dear in Ephraim, includ¬ 
ing a lifestyle that has gone unchanged 
for years Residents point with pride to 
the fact that their community remains 
dry — no alcohol is served in Ephraim 

1 think it s nice having a business, p Next week: Holland in Brown County 


and a community, where you 're free of al¬ 
cohol like that.” said Judy Lohman of El¬ 
lison Bay. who has operated Wilson's 
Restaurant with her husband. Al, for five 
years. "People come in here to be hap¬ 
py. . they want to have fun,” she said. 

The bright, red-and-white canopy out¬ 
side and even brighter faces behind the 
ice cream counter inside have made Wil¬ 
son’s an institution here since 1906. 

John and Peg Lowry own the Blue Dol¬ 
phin House, a gift shop and art gallery 
showcasing Midwestern artists. Having 
lived in Ephraim for 24 years, they can sit 
among the sculptures in their immacu¬ 
lately manicured "Gallery in the Gar¬ 
den” and know that they've experienced 
both sides of Ephraim. 

"A lot of people have kind of grown up 
with us here. A lot of people feel really 
proud at having helped us make it.” Peg 
said. "But I think it’s the sunsets that are 
more of the appeal than the supper clubs 
here. I guess that’s why winter is so im¬ 
portant to us. That’s the one time we real¬ 
ly get to enjoy ourselves.. .and every¬ 
thing you see around you." 


Traditional color Ephraim Mo¬ 
ravian Church, left photo, is one 
of many buildings painted white 
in the Door County community 


Above. Judy Lohman. co-owner 
of Wilson's Restaurant in 
Ephraim, stands outside the lo¬ 
cal landmark 










